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The information contained is purely for information purposes and should not be construed as advice. For 
advice based on your individual needs and circumstances please contact a Financial Planner.

Financial Management is a trading style of Philip Harper LLP which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. The financial Conduct Authority does not regulate tax, estate and will planning.

The Value of 
 Financial Advice“Life’s better now  

we have a plan.”

fm



Philip Harper DipFA

Financial Planner

Philip has been in the financial 
services industry all his 
working life. Originally working 
in London, before moving 
to Berkshire to head the 
financial service division for an 
accountancy firm. This breadth 
of experience was invaluable 
when Philip went on to found 
Financial Management in 1991.

Vanessa Carver CeMAP, CeRER

Equity Release

Vanessa had a long career in 
the financial services industry, 
starting her career at AXA 
where she lead a national 
project in association with law 
firms. From there she spent ten 
years at Financial Management 
as an independent financial 
adviser, specialising in 
corporate benefits. After 3 
years working in the education 
sector, Vanessa returned to 
Financial Management working 
in all areas of Client Servicing.  
Vanessa is now fm’s Equity 
Release Specialist.

Andy Robinson DipPFS

Financial Planner

Andy’s career in financial 
services started in 1984.
Since then he has worked for 
two specialist UK pension 
and investment providers 
helping financial advisers to 
structure great solutions for 
their clients. Amongst the 
senior management positions 
held during this time, Andy 
was Strategic Development 
Director at Aegon before 
joining Financial Management 
in 2017.

Matthew Wright DipPFS 
Financial Planner

Matt has over 30 years’ 
experience in financial 
services. Matt initially spent 14 
years with NatWest bank where 
he specialised in financial 
planning, before becoming an 
independent financial adviser 
for both corporate and private 
clients.

Our Team

Elliot Clark DipPFS

Financial Planner

Elliot joined Financial 
Management in 2017 having 
spent a number of years 
working as a Financial Product 
Manager with HSBC. Prior to 
this he was a Broker Services 
Adviser for AXA Investment 
Managers, working alongside 
the Fund Management and 
Business Development teams.

 
There are over 5,500 adviser 
firms in the UK and those 
included in the Financial 
Times Top 100 awards are 
classified as in the top 2%.
 
We were delighted to have 
received this award for 
2020/21 and this reflects a 
terrific effort by all the team 
who have worked hard to 
deliver a first-class servicing 
experience.



We believe the best way we can help the happiness and financial  
health of our clients is by helping them to create a plan focused on  
their life goals.   

We are experienced in helping you think through your issues, opportunities, 
and future goals to create a personalised financial plan and investment 
portfolio.  Working with us gives you the confidence that comes with a better 
understanding of your financial position. We’ll help you understand your 
options and build a plan to meet your personal ambitions and aspirations. 
Your personalised plan will need to respond to changes in your circumstances 
and financial markets, we help with this too.  This is why we do what we do; we 
believe a plan has the greatest benefit to our clients and is the best way, we can 
make their life better.

Philip Harper founded Financial Management (FM) in 1991 with an ethos 
centred upon providing a high quality and personalised service to each 
client. It wasn’t about selling high margin, complex products in fact, Financial 
Management was set up to move clients away from these strategies.  We 
are proud to be independent and look at the whole market for the most 
appropriate solutions for each client.  We have long term relationships with our 
clients; many are now in retirement and we are helping their children with their 
own financial plans. 

Welcome

I value spending time with 
my clients, understanding 

their individual needs and helping 
them develop a tailored long-term 
investment plan.” 
Philip Harper, 
Managing Partner

“Money doesn’t take care 
of itself, and that fact can 
create a lot of anxiety. 
If you don’t plan where 
you’re going with your 
money, you may not end 
up where you want to be. 
A financial plan can get 
you on a path toward your 
goals, which can give you 
greater peace of mind- 
and likely, a better  
night’s sleep.”  
Chair of the Institute  
of Financial Advisers
2018

What our clients think
“You are very easy to talk to, very 
approachable, very helpful and 
friendly and a really good financial 
adviser.  I am very pleased.”   
Simon

“Thank you for handling things  
so efficiently for me.”   
Sheila



Some people feel comfortable developing their own financial plan, which is fine, 
but you may prefer to work with a financial planner. Just like an architect helps 
design a house and a travel agent helps map out a trip, a financial planner can 
help guide your financial life. There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution for financial 
planning, our service is personal to you.

We will help you…

Selecting the right mix of investments 
Build a portfolio that reflects your goals and your willingness  
to take risk to achieve them.

Keeping your portfolio on track 
Put a regular, disciplined review programme in place  
to keep your portfolio aligned with your goals.

Helping you keep more of your returns 
By selecting high-quality funds for your portfolio while  
being mindful of costs.

Acting as your behavioural coach 
When the going gets tough or the markets get over-exuberant,  
to tune out the noise and stay focused on your long-term goals.

Making the most of your tax allowances 
Maximise your returns by structuring your portfolio to minimise tax.

Setting the most efficient spending strategy 
Maximise your returns by structuring your portfolio to maximise income.

Helping you look beyond income to total return 
Construct a total return approach that helps you to control risk by  
avoiding the need for higher risk assets.

The Value of Advice

“The benefits from 
tailor-made investment 
management with focus 
on mitigating potential 
exposure to taxes can 
be considerable and can 
vastly outweigh any fee 
benefit from a website 
solution.”
The Financial Times
2019

All our fees and charges are clear 
and unbundled and we do all we 
can to be as cost conscious as 
possible.  We hide nothing - and 
we believe for clients to value our 
services there needs to be total 
transparency of fees.

I’m a passionate believer  
that everyone should benefit 

from expert financial advice.” 
Matthew Wright, Financial Planner
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FINANCIAL 

FUTURE
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realistic returns, risk tolerance
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Wealth Management

I deliver a service built on 
understanding and trust, where my 

clients share their circumstances, hopes 
and aspirations. This helps me lay the 
foundations of a strong financial plan in 
building a great future for our clients and 
those they are closest to.”
Andy Robinson, Financial Planner

FM’s Seven Principles  
of Investing

1  Have an investment  
plan and stick to it 

2  Start investing as  
soon as possible 

3  Don’t just invest  
in cash 

4 Diversify and always 
consider your 
investments as a whole 

5  Invest for the 
 long-term 

6  Stay invested 

7  The best investment  
is advice

What our clients think
“Thank you so much for 

always being there for me.  Your help 
and (patience!) has been invaluable 

over a difficult few years. ”  
Caroline

“Absolute integrity, knowledgeable  
and great fun to work with.”   

Michael

“FM has given us great and very 
balanced advice and are really  

easy to work with.”  
David & Beth

FM’s Wealth Management Service provides you with a clear and simple path 
through your financial life expedition. We help to identify future goals and plot 
the most tax-efficient way to achieve your ambitions. Of course, there will 
always be unexpected obstacles on the way and our programme and review 
service will make provisions for detours along the way.  We can’t promise we’ll 
get you to the precise destination, but with our help you will have a map, which 
will highlight the route and improve your chances of reaching it.

If suitable, you can have a financial plan via an on-line platform enabling a 
portfolio to be built containing many different assets held in one place.   
This might include pensions, ISAs, investments, shares or bank deposits etc.  
 
Investments can go down as well as up and you may not get back the original 
capital invested.

FM’s Circle of Life



Retirement Planning

I enjoy working with my 
clients on every step of the 

process; it is extremely satisfying 
seeing problems solved and 
retirement dreams fulfilled.” 
Vanessa Carver, Equity Release Specialist

“I enjoy being a financial 
planner; I meet so many 
different people and 
enjoy hearing about their 
unique backgrounds 
and motivations. This 
understanding allows me 
to make a difference – by 
helping to preserve and 
protect things that matter 
most to my clients.”  
Elliot Clark
Financial Planner
 

The aim for most, is to arrive at retirement in good financial shape and 
hopefully our Wealth Management Service will help your money to grow. 
When you reach retirement, a whole new layer of challenges emerge when the 
strategy changes from accumulating capital to delivering income efficiently. 
Here we try to anticipate your spending patterns, which for most, will reduce as 
they move into their later retirement years.  

Our cash flow planning tool can take in your data and deliver a snapshot of 
the future and help you shape your retirement to make the very most of your 
assets. This is helped by the way we use ‘expected rates of investment return’. 
This back tested method of fund management enables us to build-in more 
accurate predictions for you, making the cash flow plan as realistic and robust 
as possible.

 
If you are over 55 years old, Equity Release maybe a consideration. A LIfetime 
Mortgage is a way of releasing the wealth tied up in your property without 
having to move house. You can borrow against the value of your home in 
exchange for a tax-free lump sum with no monthly repayments. A lifetime 
mortgage will be secured against your home.

1Start in the  
right direction

Aim: Increase 
the value of your 
retirement funds Action: Put in place a 

saving strategy which 
has a specific goal

5Later  
retirement

Aim: Maintain 
income for life

Action: Regular reviews  
needed to ensure you stay on 

track, adjust spending and 
reduce income withdrawals

2 Approaching  
retirement

Action: Use a cash  
flow plan to understand 

how your funds can  
deliver benefits

Aim: Preserving the  
fund’s value takes priority 

but growth is still important 
to reach a sufficient value 

4 At retirement

Action: Regular reviews 
needed to ensure still on 

track, adjust spending 
as necessary

Aim: Maintain  
income for life 

3
Early retirement

Aim: Enjoy income above 
a sustainable level during 
early stages of retirement

Action: Plug living  
budget analysis into cash 
flow and consider shape  
of retirement spending

Total savings over time, in real terms
Source: CashCal


